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Concern for registering and counting populations goes back to the ancient world. But it was
with the consolidation of national states that demographic-type statistics took on an important
role in orienting governmental actions in many different spheres, including taxes, recruiting,
legislating and administering. Over the centuries the demands of the State led to
diversification and sophistication of procedures for preparing, collecting, systematizing and
publishing the data. Likewise, but with different objectives, churches, in the context of the
religious reforms in the 16th century, also became concerned with more systematic and
efficient control of the lives of their faithful. In some countries, over long periods of time the
combined action between State and Church brought about the production of information in
series that is being studied today by researchers in historical demography. The sources of such
data include vital events and various manners of counting the populations. In this context, the
practice arose for governments to carry out general censuses and since then this practice has
spread to all continents. The collecting and systematization of census data have become
enormously useful for obtaining knowledge about populations, even though many difficulties
and challenges still exist today in many countries.
The aim of this seminar is to stimulate the discussion of original research dealing with the
process of producing censuses and vital statistics over time and in different places.
Topics of interest for this seminar are:
1. Sociopolitical and economic contexts which have generated demands for demographic
information;
2. Different processes for producing registers and counting;
3. Quality and scope of population statistics;
4. Possibilities and limitations of data;
5. Methodologies, techniques and possibilities for analysis at the macro/micro levels.
The organizers therefore wish to receive contributions of empirical, theoretical,
methodological and technical natures dealing with the theme of the seminar and covering
diverse geographical and temporal scales.
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